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In the News: 
 
It has come to our attention at FirstWatch, that some U.S. International Airports may have 
begun updated screening for Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) on select flights, originating or 
connecting from Africa.  This is likely part of the response to an announcement by the 
WHO’s Emergency Committee that Ebola should now be considered a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) on July 17, 2019.  This was done, amongst 
other rationale, in direct response to the spread of Ebola cases to a large city, Goma, with 
an international airport allowing for faster and more distant travel.  Also, for the first time in 
this outbreak, Ebola also spread to a neighboring country, Uganda.  Both seem to increase 
the risk of spread outside Central Africa to other countries and continents.   
 
First Responders – especially those that may respond to and/or transport patients from 
airports and/or sea ports, may choose to consult with local Medical Direction, Public Health 
Authorities, and appropriate Agency Operations Staff to review, write, or update Ebola 
(EVD) or other infectious disease processes or determine other appropriate policies and/or 
procedures.   
 
Below, are some links that may provide context and pertinent information: 
 
WHO’s Announcement of a PHEIC on 7-17-19: 
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/17-07-2019-ebola-outbreak-in-the-democratic-
republic-of-the-congo-declared-a-public-health-emergency-of-international-concern 
 
CDC’s Guide to Contact Investigations Involving Travel Conveyance: 
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/contact-investigation.html 
 
CDC’s Guide to Laws about Isolation & Quarantine: 
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/aboutlawsregulationsquarantineisolation.html 
 
CDC Guide for Ebola PPE for Healthcare Workers (revised 8-30-18) *: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/healthcare-us/ppe/guidance.html 
 
CDC’s Guide to EMS Services & 911 PSAPs Interim Management for Possible/Known 
Ebola **: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/clinicians/emergency-services/ems-systems.html 
 
Expert Collaborative Sample SOP for Medical Air to Ground Crew Patient Handoff: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/clinicians/emergency-services/air-ground-patient-
handoff.html 
 
Expert Collaborative Sample SOP for Medical Facility to EMS Ground Crew Patient 
Handoff: 
https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/clinicians/emergency-services/ems-systems.html 



 

FirstWatch Solutions, Inc.  |  1930 Palomar Point Way, Suite 101, Carlsbad, CA 92008  |  www.firstwatch.net 
 

FirstWatch® is a Registered Trademark of Stout Solutions, LLC and has international patents for its technologies. Copyright © 2002-2019. All rights reserved.  

 
 
* This is the revised version of PPE for HCWs for use with Possible & Known Ebola 
Patients.  Any guidance regarding SOPs for Ebola should contain PPE information at least 
this current.   
 
**  A link to the Interagency Board for First Responders and Ebola Care is appropriate to 
read but recognize that the PPE list and procedure predates the revision and should be 
substituted with the newer material.  This link was previously listed as Out-of-Date and not 
to be used but has since been updated with the new PPE document.  The EMS-specific 
algorithm (also a link) still has the warning.   
 


